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rest and others, incluling myself, bought the
land for £300 and converted it into a wve-
serve. Mr, Baglin is right in his contention
and no sueh building should be erected within
100 yards of the foreshere. I do not think
any feszee of land at Point Walter shoutd be
placed in such a position as to have greater
control over the river frontage thau anyone
else,

Amendment put andl passed; the elause, a8
amended, agreed to.

Title—ngreed to.
Bill reported with an amendment.

ADJOURNMENT—SPECIAL,

The MTNISTER FOR EDUCATION (Hon.
H. P. Colebateh—East) [5.1]: T move—

That the House at its rising athourn un-
til Tuesday, 8th November.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 5.3 p.n.

Aegtslative EHssembly,

Thursday, g¥th October, 1821.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30 p.m,,
and read prayers,

QUESTION—WAR SERVICE HOMES
STAFF.

Mr. MTULLANY (for Mr. Teesﬂa.l‘e) askeil
the Premier: 1, Arc the Government aware
that there are 53 returned soldiers under
notice of dismissal from the War Bervice
Homes staff on the 2nd November, thus
adding to the already over-supplied labour
market) 2, In view of ‘the proposed transfer
of the functions of the above board to the
Stato Workers® Homes Board, will he, whilst
in Melbourne, do all in his power to facili-
tate the continuvation of part of the 114
homes pow applied for, thus providing the
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contintous service of the employees pending
the transfer? 3, Will he give an assurance
that preference to returned men will still be
observed if the suggested transfer is final-
ised?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (for the
Premier) veplied: 1, It is understood that a
number have received notice. 2, Every
facility and co-operation will be given by the
State in having the work continued. I, Yes.
Prefercnce to returned soldiers is the policy
of the Government.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE,

On motion by Mr. Mullany, leave of ab-
sence for two weeks granted to Mr, Durack
{Kimberley) on the ground of urgent private
business,

BILL—BUILDING SOCIETIES ACT
: AMENDMENT

Couneil’s Amendments.

Schedule of five amendments made by the
Legislative Council now cousidered.

In Committee.

Mr. Stubbs in the Chair;
Secretary in charge of the Bill.

No. 1—Clanse 2, Subelause 3, after the
word ‘‘all,’’ in line 2, insert the words
‘‘estates and interests fn'’:

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : Ths
aniendment merely defines more clearly the
nmeaning of ‘‘property.’’ 1 move—

That the Council’s amendment be agreed
to.

Question put and passed;
amendment agreed to.

No. 2—Clause 2, Subcelause 3, after the
word ‘‘any,’’ in line 9, insert the word
““tronster’’:

The COLONIAT, SECRETARY: This ia a
desirable amendment because *'conveyance?’
has a different meaning lere from **trans-
fer,”” whereas in Eungland ‘‘conveyance’’
means the same thing as ‘‘transfer’’ means
in Australia, I move—

That the Counecit’s nmendinent le agreed
to.

Question put and passed;
amendment agreed to

No. 3—Clause 2, Subelanse 3, in line 22
strike out the words ‘‘sueh fees as may be
preseribed by the Governor,”’ and insert the
words *‘such fees (if any) as may he pre-
scribed by the Governor, Lut uot fo exceed
such fees as for the tinie being are payable
on transmisaions under the Trausfer of Land
Act?’:

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I do not
know that this amendment is really necessary,
but it clearly protects bvililing societies. The
clause as framed in this Chamber provided

the Colonial

the Counecil’s

the Council’s
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that the societics should be charged only the
aetnal cost of transfers, The Council’s
amendment prevents the Government from
going ‘beyond the charges under the Trausfer
of Land Act. Of course, it was not likely
that the fees under this Bill would amount to
the.ordinary cost of transfer. I move—
That the Council’s amendment be agreed
to.
‘Question put and passed;
amendment agreed to.
No. 4—Clauge 3, strike out the words
“‘eoming into operation of the prinecipal,’’ in
- line 4, and insert the words ‘‘commencement
of this'®:
The COLONIAL SECRETARY:
amendment i3 consequentigl, 1 move-—
That the Couneil’s amendinent e agreed
to.

' Question put and passed;
amendinent agreed to.

No. 3—Chanse 4, after the word ' Aet,’’
in line 3, insert the woids *Yor is intended to
carry out such objects as aforesaid’’:

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: This alsoe
may be regardedsas a consequential amend-
ment, | move—

That the Council 's amendment he agreed
to.

Question put and passed;
amendment agreed to,

Resolutions reported, the veport adopted,
and a Message aceordingly returned to the
Legislative Conrreil.

the Council’s

This

the Council's

the Council's

BILL—HOSPITALS,
Message.

Message fron the Governor received and
read, recommending appropriation for the
perposes of the Bili.

Second Reading,

The COLONTAL SECRETARY (Hom. .
T. Broun—Beverley) |4.44] in moving the
second reading said: This Bill represents the
first piece of eomprechensive legistation dealing
with all hospitals, operating in the State, The
measure relating to hospitals passed in 18393
applies only to the two public hospitals in
Perth and Fremantle. The Act in question
is largely devoted to specifying who shall be
regarded as subseribers, and in laying down
the procedure to he observed by the boards
of management of the institutions. Thus,
existing legislation applies to ‘only two los-
pitals out of the total of 31 operating in the
State. Of these 51, there are 28 managed by
<ommittees, and 22 managed by the Medieal
Department. The Childven’s Hospital is in-
corporated, and has a committee of manage-
ment, who own the property. The 22 hospitals
controlled by the Medical Department in-
clude the King Edward Memorial Hospital at
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Subiaco, and the Wooroloo Sanatorinm. There
is no clear line of demarcation determining
what shall be regarded as a Government
hiospital, or a general hospital mansged by
a committee. Under the RBill it is the
intention to leave it open for all hospitals to
be managed by boards. There are in the
various districts (ifferent classes of hospitals,
In the debate on the Estimates last night it
was mentioned that there is no mniformity in
the managenrent of hospitals and in the ap-
plieation of subsidies. Tf the Bill be passed,
it will bring about uniformity of administra-
tion, and unitormity alse in the applieation
of the subsidies provided by the Goverument
for the lrospitals. Of the hospitals in the
Eastern States, very many are managel by
committees. In this State the reverse obtains.
We have many hospitals managed by the
Govermneut, and in cousequence the cost to
the State is proportionately high. The exist-
ing method of suhsidising outr hospitals is
untair. We may have A Government hospital
in one town, and alongside of it a committee
hospital, the Government hospital being sap-
ported by the Government, Imt the committee
hespital heing merely subsidived, with the re-
sult that the local residents have to contribute
i considerable proportion of the cost of ad-
ministration of that institution. Awnd this
anomaly obtains: Those who make sacrifices
in contvibuting diveetly to the wmainienance
of the committec “hespital, have also te sub-
seribe by way of taxation to the maintenance
of the Government hospital. 1t is eonsidered
that all the hespitals should be adwministered
by hoarils on a uniform system. We should
then have wniformity in aletting Government
subsidies to the hospitals. The main purpose
of the Bill is to ensure that hospitals shall be
the concern of elected boards. The State
will be cut up into so many hospital districts,
In defining a distriet there may be incloded in
the aren one or two distritcts under local au-
thorities, one perhaps being under a munici-
pality, and the adjoming distriet administered
hy a road board. Provision is made in the
Bill for such distriets to be taken together in
a certain area for the purpose of controlling
hospitals.  The hoard will be made up of
representatives from each distriet. The Bill
is taken from the New Zealand Act, which
lias proved entirelv satisfactory. Tm South
Anstralia the legislation dealing with hos-
pitals gives to the Principal Medieal Officer
absolute power to raise the necessary funds by
imposing a tax on the local anthorities. That
is 2 very drastic power to répose in onc man,
espeeially when it is remembered that there
is no appeal, except to the Minister. Tn the past
we have hnd no systematic seale on which
subsidies should be allotted to hospitals. Tn
consequence many anomalies exist. Under the
Bill the State will be divided into hospital
distriets, and proper allo¢ations of subsidics
will be made to each distriet, Tn the past the
subsidies paid to hospitals in the city and
townms has been large in proportion to country

- hogpitals.

My, Hayrison: Hear, hear!
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The COLONTAL SECRETARY: While we
think that unfair, it must be remembered that
a number of patients from ecountry distriets
are admitted to the Perth Public Hospital
and the Fremantle Hospital and the Chil-
dren 's Hospital, and many of those people are
treated free. In consequence, necessarily, the
eost of administration of those institutions
has to be largely borne by the Government.
Under the Bill that difficulty will be overcome,
as I will explain later. TIn each hospital dis-
trict there will be a board elected by the
ratepavers. The method of clection will be
similar to that set down in the Road Dis-
triets Act and the Municipal Corporations
Act,

Mr, Harrison: On the same day as the
municipal and road board elections?

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: Yes.

Mr, Munsie: Will it not be possible to
have a board drawn from a municipal dis-
triet and a road board district?

The COLONJAL SECRETARY: Yes. In
that event the representatives of the muniei-
pal arvea will be elected on the municipal
election day, while those representing the road
board district will be elected on the road
board election day. The board will be eleeted
annually,

Mr. Marshall: On the ratepayers’ roll?

The COLONIAL 3ECRETARY: Yes.

Mr. Marshall: Rather a restricted vote, js
it not? . .

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: Oh, no.
¥ do not think you can expest anything more
than that. The taxpayers will be taxed for
the support of the hospitals, and so they
should be cntitled to vote. .

Mr. Pickering: But some of the ratepayers
will be in the road board distriet outside the
municipal area.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: That will
he a subsidiary distriet, and the roll for that
district will be used.

Mr. Boyland: Do you tax only the rate-
payers?

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: Yes. I
shoull like very much to bhe able to give
everybody a vote, and to be able to tax
everybody for the maintenance of hospitals,
hut that is almost impossible; it would en-
tail an enormous amount of machinery.

Mr, Chesson: You will never make a suc-
cess of it until you do that.

Mr, Marshall: Tt will never apply up our
way.

The COLONTIAL SECRETARY: If hon.
memhers can assist me to overcome the diffi-
enlty, T will willingly agree to attempt it;
but T have gone into the question with the
officials of the Taxation Department, and we
cannot find any methed of doing it. T will
not say that it is impossible, but it has been
suggested in this Houge time after time, yet
nothing has ever come of it.

Mr. Chesson: Those people get a benefit
from the hospitals, and ought to be made to
suhbseribe.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: That is
so, but the hon. memher will see that where
there is a society subseribing so much weekly
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to the local hospital, the Government will
subsidise the subseriptions. That is provided
for in the Bill, Tt is clearly defined that
when a person enters a hospital and remains
there for a given period, the district whence
that person came will be held respon-
sible for the maintenance of that person
while in hospital. The members of the board
will be elected aceording to the population
and the property value of the district. TUn-
der this system a board will consist of not
less that five nor more that 20 members.
The number will vary according fo popu-
[ation, and also vary in aceordance with the
value of the property in those areas.

Mr. Mann: Is there any provision for sub-
acribers to vote?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: No.
Members will be elected annually and the
machinery of the local bodies will be used
for the elections. It is unnecessary for me
to explain this matter, because hon. mem-
bers are acquainted with the Municipalitiés
Act and the Road Distriets Act. A board
will be charged with the management and
control of the hospitals within its distriet,
und it will take over the existing hospital.
The board will be given power to establish
a2 new hospital wherever it iz thought that
such a hospital is necessamy. The Bill does
not include those hospitals whieh are car-
ried oen for private gain. Power is given to
the various boards to raise sums of money
with which to build new hospitals if such
hospitals are required, and they are also given
power to raise money to build maternity
homes. There is provision in Clause 45 for
the limitation of subsidies which are to be
paid by the Government in cach instance,

Mr. Harrison: It is absolutely essential
that maternity hospitals should be separate
from the others, :

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: That is
the position now, The Bill will give the
boards poewer to raise money fo build hospi-
tals, and it also gives them power to control
hospitals. They will appoint their own medi-
cal officers and the whole of the staff, and
they will have the whole of the responsibility
of the administration. Tn the past there has
been a eertain amount of dissatisfaction
where we have had district medical officers
appointed in different towns. Tn most cases
where the district medical officer agrees to
take over a hospital in a district, it is done
by arrangement, and one of the conditions
is that no other doctor shall be allowed to
follow a patient into the hospital, whether
it be an assisted or a Government hospital.
In the case of the Government hospitals,
these medical practitioners are not permitted
to follow their pafients into if. TUnder the
Bill it will be left to the heard to make
arrangements whereby it will he possible for
this to be done,

Mr. O'Loghlen: Do you personally ap-
prove of & doctor following his patient into
a hospital?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I do,
and if the Bill does not pass through Parlia-.
ment, I intend to make such arrangements so



{27 Ocroses, 19211 .

that where there is more than one doetor in
the town, and that doctor is attending a
patient, it will be possible for him to follow
his patient to the hospital. Cases of this
description have oeccurred. For instance,
doctors may be in a town, one being the
district medical officer who controls the hos-
pital, and the other a private practitioner.
The latter may be attending a patient. I
know how I would feel if I were under that
practitioner, and I was aware that the ac-
commedation in the hospital was suitable for
me, and that T could get there the careful
attention which it was necessary I should
have, T know too how I would feel if my
medical adviser suggested that I should go
into the hospital, and if he were precluded
from giving me the attention that I required
from him. That position has often arisen,
The diffienlty can be overcome, and it will he
overcome, even if the Bill does not become
law this session. Of course if the meagure
is passed the matter will be left entirely to
the boards. .

Mr. Wilicock: Svppose the boards say
they will not allow it%

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: That
then will be a matter for the ratepayers;
they will be able to deal with the board.

Mr. Willeock: There might be a different
policy in each town.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: What-
ever the distriet says shall be done must be
done, The boards will be appointed by the
¢lectors, and the electors will exercise their
wigse judgment in the choice that they make,
There have been eases where private prae-
titioners have interfered with the manage-
ment of the hospital. This of course they
bhad no right to do, and that is the reason
why ohjection to their entering hospitals
exists to-day. There are instances where
district medieal officers have been appointed,
and have been given a subsidy, and there is
another doctor in the district acting as a
private practitioner. This doetor would at-
tend to indigent cases for nothing provided he
was appointed the distriet medical officer,
thereby enabling him to become the superior
medical man in the town.

Mr. Pickering: Boards will be eleected for
only 12 months, and if their work is not
satisfactory, the personnel can be changed.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: That is
so. The Bill does not apply to imfectious
diseases hospitals established under Part XI.
of the Health Act, nor to any institution es-
tablished under the Lunacy Act. Of course
the King Edward Hospital will be under the
control of the Government as at preseat, and
also the Wooreloo Sanatorium. The finan-
¢ial provisions of the Bill are set out in Part
V1. If hon. members turn te Clause 45, they
will see that it deals with the subsidies to be
paid. The suhsidy is not to exceed 10s. for
every pound of the value of all devises or
bequests. In the ease of voluntary coniri-
butions, or gifts of money, land or other
property, the subsidy will be 24s. in the
pound.
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Mr. Harrison:
furnishing only?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: This re-
lates to gifts of money, lan@ or other pro-
perty. The subsidy will be one pound for
every pound levied or requisitioned by the
board from contributory local authorities un-
der the provisions set out.

Mr. Pickering: This will not be for main-
tenance,

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: No.
Maintenance is dealt with later on. Then
there i provision for a subsidy of 5s. for
every pound collected on account of fees for
the relief or maintenance of patients. In the
past we have had to write off a large amount
each year in this respect. I have included
this subsidy for the purpose of encouraging
boards to sec that patients able to pay shall
ha made to pay. It will be to the intcrests
of the boards to collect fees from those who
are able to pay, On the other hand, in re-
gard to benefit societies or committees, these
bodiea: pay so mneh towards the upkeep of
an institution in a manner similar to the
course adopted by the workers. Contribu-
tions are made to a fund and payments are
made from that fund towards the mainten-
ance of the patients sent by those bodies to
the institutions. Under the heading of

Is that for everything or

* ‘“Miseellaneous’’ we provide Js. in the pound

for every pound collected in that way.

Mr. Latham: This does not bind the Gov-
ernment to give any subsidy.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: It all
depcnds on the amount that is needed. There
is an amount determined in accordance with
the schedule for all mioneys levied for ex-
penditure, other than capital expenditure. It
is clearly set down in the schedule that where
the rate in the pound on the annual value is
not less than 3d., and the rate in the pound
on the unimproved capital value is not less
than three-eighths of a penny, the subsidy
for each pound of contributions levied or
requisitioned from the local authority shall
be £1 17s. Gd.

Hon. T. Waiker: Tt may be much less.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY:  The
maximum as I have said, is 3d. on the an-
nual valug and three-eighths of a penny on
the unimproved capital value. No local body
can rote higher than that for the upkeep of
any hospital. If they only need a certain
aum, it will not be mecessary to strike more
than the lower sum, and we will subsidise
accordingly. If they strike the higher rate,
we subsidise them to the extent of 37s. 6d.
in the pound. The figures which appear in
the schedule will vary from time to time, Tif
some country districts there may mnat be
any necessity at all for rating. The amounts
which they may be able to colleet may be
sufficient to cover maintenance and adminis.
tration eosts, without the necessity to strike
a rate. If it be only a ‘minor sum that is
needed to make up the cost of administra-
tion—if a board should be short at the emd
of the year—the local authorities will have
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the power to allocate the sum required frowm
its revenue,

Alr. Marshall:
CHSUs,

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Beverley
to-day is paying €44 a year out of its rates
to the hespital vommittee. York has a Govern-
ment hospital entirvely supported by the Gov-
emment; yet the sister town has a hospital
maintained by the subseriptions of the people
and a road board contribution of £54.

My, Latham: People at Beverley get the
Denefit of the York lospital.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: We have
often to take sowe patients from the hon,
membher’s town,

My, Latham: And we take some of yours,

The COLOX[AL SECRETARY :  Under
this system it might not be neeessary to strike
a rate at all. Where a large beguest is made,
the subsidy will not execed £300, but the
hospitals will not be bound down to the eon-
ditions of the Dhequest in respect to the Gov-
ernment subsidy. .

My, Pickering: That is, the subsidy is not
to he governed by the bequest in any way.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: That is
so. There is a provision whereby a hoard, in
the cvent of under-rating for the year and
finding themselves short of funds at the end
of the financial year, may obtain an advance
from the Government up to two-thirls of the
aetual anticipated cxpenditure for the follow-
ing year. 1In this way they will be able to
tide over until they c¢an eolleet the rate im-
posed to meet the cost of administration for
the vear. Siwmilar previgion is made in most
of the laeal governing Aects and it will apply
uwnder this measure, The local governing
bodies  shall, at the beginming of each
finaneial year, make out a statement show-
ing their expendituce for the year, in order
that the districts contributing to that contre
will be in a position to calculate exactly what
rate they will have to strike to raise the sum
uecessary for the upkeep of the hospital.
Power is given for hospital boards to raise
Inans, but the customary prevision for the
sibmission of the question of raising leays to
the ratepayers is not included. If a hoard
desire to make additions to a hospital, or to
build another hospitat in the district—a ma-
ternity hospital may be required in addition
to a weneral hospital—they will notify each
of the contributing districta that a loan is
required, apd i€ any objection is raised tbat
objection will be voiced to the Minister, who
will decided whether or vot the loan shall be
raiseil. It is the experience of all hospitals
Jghat  patients  from outside distriets seek
treatment,  Uader this Bill the board of the
district in which a patient is resident will be
responsible for lLis maintenanve in the hes-

They do that now in some

pital. Prevision is made that a person must
hove resided in the district for a ecertain
period.

Mr. Teesdale: But such a person might
not go bhavk to the district from which he
came.
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The COLONIAL SEC(RETARY: We ean-
not c¢ontrol people who are lere to-day and
gone to-morrow. We bave provided for the
payment of subsidies, and this meney will he
available for the maintenance of inligent
cases. 1 know of patients who have come to
the Perth Public Hogpital avd to the Child-
ren'’s Iospital from Jarrahdale, Pingelly,
Beverley and other country centres. At pre-
seut no one is rvesponsible for their mainten-
ane while in hospital, and often they have to
be treated free of cowt, Under this Bill the
hoard of the distriet fo which the patient
belongs will be responsible for the mainten-
anve,

Mr. Teesdale: 8till, such a patient might
not intend te return to that partievlar dis-
trict.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY:
not control birds of passage.

Mr. Pivkering: What would he the scale
of charges?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: A scale
of charges will be fixed by cach hospital
Loard. The CGovernment will have nothing
to do with that.

Mr, Pickering: Will the board pay accord-
ing to their own scale or according to the
scale of the hospital to which the patient is
sent !

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Accord-
ing to the scale of the liospital tu which the
patient is treated.

Mr, Mann: A country hoard might repudi-
ate the charge and say it is teo high.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: In that
case appeal coulil be made to the Minister.
Auy hoard coitld appeal te the Minister and
he will have the power to decide. Under the
Bill the Goverunment will he empowered to
exempt certain lospitals if necessary. It
may he found that a certain hespital is badly
monaged, or that something is wrong. TInm
such a rase the Government would be abhle to
take over the hospital for all time, if neces-
sary, or for a period, and exercife the same
powers as will be epuferred upon the local
governiyg bodies with regard to the imposi-
tion of taxation and matters of comrtrol. Nuch
a contingeney may never oceur, but it is wise
to make provision to weet possible cases. The
measure ewbraces the usnal provisions for
making regulations and by-Jaws, In all
probability the people in the eity may take
cxception to this Bill, beeanse of the fear that
it will involve ndditional taxation, but T thipk
that the B will he weleowed hy the reai-
dents of the country.

Mr. Marshall: No, you will get opposition
from my district,

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: Tt wounld
ha foolish of the coyntry people to oppose this
mensure, [ quite expect some opposition in
the eity, because the people will argue that
they are heirig asked to raise more money hy
way of taxation, amd that the hospitals will
cost more than they are costing at present.
The cost of the administration of the Perth
Public Hospital and the Children’s Haospital
is something like £19,000 n vear. This cost

We can-
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would be materially reduced under this mea-
sure, beeause those patients coming from out-
side districts would have to be maintained by
the boards of their respective districts. This
will lead te a reduction in the maintenance
eosats of the metropolitan hospitals., Further,
we are offering a subsidy on the maintenance
fees collected and the managing committees
will thus have some encouragement to collect
these fees. Many hospital committees do not
make any special effort in this direction. 1
estimate that we shall be able to save a sum
in the vieinity of £5,000 or £6,000 by way of
aubsidy to the Perth Public and Children’s
Hospitals, Of course I cannot say that this
saving will be actually realised, because the
amounts raised by the hospitals may be largor
than we anticipate and invelve a heavier sub-
sidy. However, there will be some saving, 1
want members to realise that this Bill will
not remove the responsibility for our hospi-
tals from the shoulders of the Goverament.
We will retain control of the whole of the
hospitals, have power to inspect them at any
time, and nssist them wherever assistamece is
neeessary. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by Hon. P. Collier, debate ad-
journed.

'
ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1521.22,

In Committee of Supply.

Resumed from the previous day; Mr. Angelo
in the Chair.

Depariment of Agriculiure (Hon. H. K.
Maley, Minister), the Colonial Secretary,
Hon. F. T. Broun, in charge of the Votes.

Vote—Agriculture generally, £59,883:

The COLONIAL SECRETARY {Hon. F.
T. Broun—Beverley) [5.28]: T regret that
the Minister for Agricultnre is not present,
because he would have liked the opportunity
to introduce the Estimates dealing with the
important department under his eontrol. This
i3 one of the most important departments, for
wa are depending so much upon land settle-
ment, as well as mining and other industries,
to pull us out of our financial difficulties. The
State has derived very great benefit from the
gervices of the experts of this department,
whose adviee to the people on the land has
proved very valuable. Tn the past, however,

we have not derived so much benefit from the .

expert knowledge of these officers as we
should have done, but alterations have been
made whereby the position of Under. Secre-
tary has been abolished and a Director of Ag-
riculture appointed in lieu. In Mr. Sutton
there is not the slightest doubt that we have
a good man, possessed of a wide knowledge
of agriculture in this State. During the short
period he has occupied the position of Direc-
tor, he has accomplished a lot of good work
by vigiting the varions country districts, In
addition to the Director of Agriculture several
officers have been appointed to assist in that
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direction, Being a farmer myself I have
noticed from time to time how vital it is that
we should understand more about the soil we
are cultivating. There is something we should
know that we do not know. WWe should en-
deavour to find out what it is we take from
the soil that shenld be put back again. On
many farms in Western Australin, in which
iapd bas been cultivated for a certain period,
the crops begin to deteriorate, and the aver-
age in bushels per acre is nothing like as
good as it was in the first years of cultiva-
tion. This shows that we are taking some-
thing out of the soil that should be replaced.

Mr. Lambert: If you take a shilling out
of your pocket it has to be put baek.

Hon, T. Walker: Does not the remedy lie
in the rotation of crops? Is that not the
theory?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: We are
taking something out of the s0il, and it is
necessary that we should have sound advice
to place us on the right path in remedying
this position without having to go to great
expenge in c¢onducting experiments. In the
past, farmera have had to experiment for
themselves to 2 great extent to find out how
they could improve their soil. T have done
so myself. Tt ia only recently T have found
out by having a rotation of erops and by
planting crops of peas, following on a crop
of wheat, that great advantage could be
gained. T have also noticed an improvement
in tha feed after the crop is aver, when the
land has been treated in this way. To erop
land by this method is rather too expensive
for moat farmers. The poor farmer cannot
afford to do it. Furthermore, to get the
best results it.-is necessary also to carry stoek,
and maay farmers are unable to afford
to grow peas and other fodder especially
for stock. We should be able to devise
some means whereby we can procure a
manure that will put back into the soil that
which we take out of it by the growing of
erops. During the last few months I have
noticed that land, which 5 years ago was
growing from 25 io 30 bushels to the aere,
is not likely to-day to vield more than from
5 to 8 bushels. I have been informed by the
owners of these properties that the ¢rops have
been going bagk for the last three or four
years, notwithsfinding the fact that the land
has been carefully fallowed and prepared, and
the crops have ooly beer put in in alternate
years. In Mr, Sutton we have a good man,
as well as other officers who are making a
study of this important question dealing with
the seil. It iz the infention of the Govern-
ment to allow these officers to be out of town
a3 often aa possible in order that they may go
amongst the farmers, and endeavour to point
out te them some means by which the grow-
ing qualities of their land can be improved,
and brought back to the same state of rich-
ness as when it was first put under erop. Al-
though we have made fair advances in agri-
culture during the last 10 or 13 years, we
are oot as far advanced ss we ought to be.
Qur aereage under grain is not inecreasing to a
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great extent. This is regrettable. I take it
this is due to a lack of eapital possessed by
the farmer, who is therefore not able to im-
prove his properties or place as mach land
vnder crop as he would otherwise do. Dur-
ing the last few years it has become more
expensive to put in erops. Machinery has gone
up in price, a3 has the stoek required to work
the machinery, Wages have increaged and
manures are more expensive to buy. The
farmer is therefore not in a position to put
as much land under cultivation as could be
desired. 1t is due to the Government to do all
they possibly can rto assist in inereasing the
arca under cultivation from year to year.
When we look at the statistics we are as-
tounded to see the quantity of cereals that we
import annually from the Eastern States, For
the yoar ended 30th June last we imported
goods to the value of £747,908 from the Bast-
ern States, principally made up of butter
substitute for butter, cheese, eggs, fish, honey,
meat, baeon, ham, ete. 'This has been going
on for a number of years. We are import-
ing more to-day from the [Eastern
States than we did seven years ago.
We shovld do our best to alter that
pogition. We have the land and the rainfall,
and I cannot sce why we should not grow
all the products required for Western Aus-
tralia without having to import them. The
same thing applies te fruit. We are import-
ing dried fruits,-currants, dates, raisins and
so forth from the Eastern States; last yeer
the mmount involved was £58.069. We are
sonding out to the Eastern States almost

every year over £5,000,000 for products which’

ghould be grown in the State. The quantity
of butter produeed by the faetories in West-
ern Anustralia has increased during the last
year, and two more butter factories have
been established. The number of subseribers
to the Busselton butter factery has inereased
by 53 during the year, This factory is pro-
ducing butter of good quality and in increas-
ing quantities. The same thing, I believe,
will apply to our other butter factories, There
are fewer pigs bred in Western Australia to-
day than heretofore, This is no doubt due
largely to the high price of wheat, Although
pig farmers are able to get good prices for
their produee they do not cgre to go in for
that class of steck just now. At one time
every farmer kept pigs, but the position i
not so to-dny. When the price of wheat drops,
no donbt farmers will devote more attention
te mixed farming and go in more for pigs than
they do to-day. Even with whent at its pres-
ent price it should pay farmers to breed pigs,
because baeon and pork are fairly dear to
the consumer, and 1 think if they would
breed pigs they would find that they would
get a reasonnble return for their labours.
The fruit induastry suffered badiy during the
war, and last year was affeeted by the rail-
way strike. Large qoantities of fruit went
to waste, or were destroycd because of the
difficulty of getting the product to market.
Nevertheless, the amount of fruit grown last
year waa in excess of that grown the yesr
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before, while the acreage under fruit trees
has also increased, and many more orchards
are now coming into bearing. In the near
futare there should be & large quantity of
fruit available for export. Fortunately we
are practically free from disease in our or-
ehards, This is due to the stringent regula-
tions which have been imposed, and to the
enre that has been taken in regard to im-
ports. I regret that the same care has not
been taken in respect to the stock that has
been brought to the State. There are several
kinds of diseases amongst our stock which
have undoubtedly been brought here. There
is that discase which exists among sheep in
the South-West and the Great Scuthern dis-
trieta. Sheep that appear to be ail right to-
day may be found dead to-morrow. No one
geems to have discovered the cause or the
remedy, or to know anything about this dis-
eage. In my opinion it is & disease which
was imported into the State, and that it
gtarted alongside & paddock in which had
been placed some sheep that were imported
gome years ago. Jf due precautions had been
taken at the time possibly the disease could
have been stamped out. When I attended
the Agricultural conference in the Eastern
States, some members made representations
with a view to the removal of the restrictions
regarding the importation of stoek and fruit
into Western Ausiralia. T opposed any such
proposition and fortunately it woe not agreed
to. We ecannot be too strict in regard to our
importations, and we should de everything
we can te prevent disease from coming to
Western Australia, The estimates have heen
reduced by a fair amount.

Mr. Pickering: T hops without impairing
the efficiency of the department,

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: There
have been several alterations in the staff,

Hon. P. Collier: Only by transfer to other
departments,

The COLONTAYL, SECRETARY: Not ale-
gether. Reduetions have been made in the
staff, and part of the money saved has been
allocated in other directions in the depart-
ment.  Whilst our officers are not being
starved, I shonld be glad to see more money
allocated to the Minister for Agrieulture.
Tha department is an impertant one, and
there sheuld be a sum set apart each year
with the objeet of specinlly assisting men
on the land and giving them the best of ad-
vice. Tf they had been given good advies
in the past many of them wounld have made
a success of their farming oprrations in-
stead of possibly a failure. T have much
pleasure in eommending the Estimates to the
Committee.

Mr. LAMBERT (Coolgardie) [5.45]: 1
am pleased that the Agricultural Depart-
ment are alive to the necessity to-day of
keaping more in step with the trend of
nicdern knowledge and teaching as they apply,
or should apply, to farming. Most regret-
talle is the colossul ignorance usually shown
here as regards the ordinary, every-day ap-
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plication of science to the practice of West-
crn Australian farming. If there were a
considerable sum of money spent in this dir-
cction, it would be money well applied. In
the United States to-day they are spending
considerable sums of money, with great ad-
vantage to every State of the Union, on the
promotion of science as applied to agricul-
tore. The American Burcau of Agriculture
sends out numerous bulieting; and I may re-
mind hen, members that those bulletins are
reecived by this Parliament. I do vot know
whether the booklets are read very mueh; [
fear they are usually thrown oot and burnt.
They are, however, of considerable value to
the farmers of Western Australia. Almost
cvery one of those publieations has a practi-
eal application to farming in this State. To
my mind it i5 quite unnecessary for each
State of the Commonwealth to establish a
separate department to issue a ‘‘Journal of
Agriculture.”’ Western Australia has ceased
publighing its jowrnal; but the corresponding
publications of the Eastern States do, as a
matter of fact, consist largely of reprints.

The Minister for Works: Not entirely.
There is a good deal of original matter in
the New South Wales *‘Agricuitural Gaz-
ette. ’’

Mr. LAMBERT: That may be, but those
journals consist in the main of reprints.
Many of the American bulleting, I repeat,
are of great valee to the farmers of Western
Australia; and I suggest to the Minister
that at a very small cost those having imme-
diate application to the farm lands of West-
ern Australia could be distributed amongst
our agrienltural commummity. An American
bulletin te which I recently drew the atten-
tion of the Premier, on the fertilisation of
soils, has a very direct practical application
to the soils of this State. Probably that bnl-
letin would go absolutely unheeded by most
hon. members, and our farmers are not given
an opportunity of pgaining the advaneed
knowledge and advanced seience older coun-
tries are applying fo the development of their
agrieultural lands., 1 will eite an instance
which I have cited here previously. Hom.
members will be interested in the statement
that in 1914 Germany, when she went to war,
was producing for fertilising purposes about
200,000 tons of nitrates per anmum; and
nitrates are a most essential soil food.

Mr, Latham: Nitrogen and potash.

Mr. LAMBERT: Apart from potash, Ger-
many was producing 200,000 tons of nitrates
per annum, When the Armistice was signed,
she was produecing at the rate of over two
miltion tons pér anmum of fixed nitrogen
from the atmosphere—of course, at that time
using the nitrogen mainly for war purposes.
However, immediately upon the conclusion of
the Armistice that fixed nitrogen was applied
to fertilise the soil of Germany, which meant
doubling the productivity of that country.
That production of nitrogen was maintained
by Germany while she was at war virtually
with the world. The Minister speaks of the
regults obtained by fertilising the sick soils

.
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of Western Australia. With all due respect
to the farmers, who I know labour under
many disadvantages, let me say it is only to
be expected that the slip-shod methods in
use here to-day as regards the application of
superphosphate to the soils wonld vesult in
those soils Dbeeoming super-sick, Moreover,
they get fertiliser-sick. In that condition
they camnot vespond, and give the vesults
which they should give, on account of the
chemical constituents present. It iz well
that the Agrieultural Department are to-day
alive to this all-important subject. True, a
practieal farmer might say, ‘‘The member
for Coolgardic is wet a practical farmer.?’
I do not put myself forward as a practieal
farmer, but as one whe studies and knows the
results which have been gained through the
close application of science to agriculture in
other parts of the world, I follow the sub-
jeet with the greatest possible attention and
interest, for T well know that if it is applied
in a practieal way to the utilisation of West-
ern Australisn soils, this State will probably
secure twofold results as compared with those
being ohtained to-day. Assuming that there
is the erdinary rainfall, there are only two
reasons for a soil going sick—-either the
physieal properties of the soil, or lack of the
proper application of plant fooll. Tt hoils
itself down to a very simple problem; and
that simple problem should he solved by our
Agrienltural Department, and the solution
disseminated vight through the agricultural
districts of Western Australia.

Mr., MacCallum Smith: It is a matter of
cheap lime,

Mr. LAMBERT: True; and it is a scan-
dalous thing that while Western Australia
has in its north millions of touns of lime
which is utilisable for the top dressing of its
soils, praetically not one ton of that lime is
being used to-day. ]

Mr. Teesdale: We will remember that
when the next application for a lime conees-
sion comes along.

Mr, LAMBERT: What does the hon. mem-
ber refer to?

My, Teesdale: All the restrictions and con-
ditions; particularly the condition that lime
must be supplied at 7a. per ton.

Mr. LAMBERT: There is an answer to
that, T know the company referred to by
the hon. member, and T also know the caleium
carbonate constituents of the lime in Lakw
Clifton. -

Hon, P. Collier: We will inquire into that
matter during the tour.

Mr, LAMBERT: Yes; we shall be there
in a day or twe and can look into the matter
then. Bot that lime, by reason of its physi-
cal condition, is not suitable for application
to the soil; it could net be used through a
distribnter economically. There are limes,
however, in Western Australia which could
be utilised.

The Minister for Works: Why cannet the
Lake Clifton lime be utilised?

Mr. LAMBERT: The Minister knows that
the lime when taken out of the lake i3 damp,



and most be dried in order to be used through
a drill,

Mr. Money: That is done now.

Mr., LAMBERT: Perhaps it is; the
problem s not a very difficnlt one.
It is a lime whieh, on aceount of its physical
properties being a carbonate instead of an
oxide, i3 one of the best limes in the world.
Indeed, there is no better lime to be found
than that in those lakes, after it has beeun
dried so that it may be used in n practical
and economical way through a drill. But
it could not he used in its present state. I
went carefully through the Bill for granting
a conression in connection with the Lake
Clifton lime, on account of certain points
raised by the member for Bunbury., At the
time, [ issued to this House a warping as tu
the actual properties of that lime. The ques-
tion wa$ whether our farmers wanted the
lime as a earbonate or as an oxide—two very
diffcrent things.

Mr. Money: The company agreed to crush
it.

Mr. LAMBERT: It does not need to he
crushed.

The Minister for Works: You have not
seen it.
Mr. LAMBERT: T have gwum in Lake

Clifton.

The Minister for Works: Bnt we are talk-
ing abont Jdry lime,

Mr. LAMBERT: The Minister says that

that lime wants erushing, Assuming that the

physical properties of the lime are such as
to answer the exacting requirements of the
Minister

The Minister for Works: The farmers age
tolidl that they must use a 20-inch mesh for
this lime; and the stuff must be erushed and
dried in order that it may ge through a 20-
inch mesh.

Mr, LAMBERT: Tt would not be a very
difficult problem to do that, as the Minister
must know, ‘

The Minister for Works: But it is not be-
ing dane,

Mr. LAMBERT: Let me remind the Min-
ister that at Dongarra anl in other nerth-
ern localities we have thousands of acres of
virtually pure lime—lime that is pure in the
ordinary acceptation of the term. We have
lime going about 90 per cent., which is quite
good enough for any farmer. There is not
a limesfone to be found in this neighbourhood
running more than about 73 per cent. of Lime.
That is the natural limestone. But in the
northern area there is lime aetuvally running
abyut 00 per cent. It can be merely shov-
ellel up, and it will run through a dwill
That lime would run through a mesh smaller
than the 2U-ineh. As a maiter of faet, it is
unnecessary, excvept for reasons of gheer cus.
sedness, to ask a company to do that sort of
thing at a loss, probably, while engaged in
establishing an industry, if right alongside
us we have millions of tons of lime that
conld be utilised. If we had not thosy mil-
lions of tons of Lime for our farmers, [ would
make the company crush the lime. I am not

[ASSEMBLY.)

saying that they shonld not do it, They
irave agreed to do it, and possibly they will
do it. If they are required to o it, it is
not a very big thing. There is also another
company after the oyster beds herc in the
river. It would ve a very good idea to get
those big oyater beds exploited. There we
have an absolutely pure lime, whith can be
burnt aud utilised. Among agriculturists
aml seientists the form in which lime should
be applied to the soil is a very moot ques-
tion. Of course for new soil, freshly broken,
one would employ a lime with the highest
possible ealeium eontents. There is no doubt
about that. But one can only get that with
burnt lime, which has but one-half of the
caleium contents of carbonate of lime, That
is the only difference; there is no mystery
about it. It is merely a matter of what a
man chooses to do, or of what he has been
used to o in the ordinary practice of agri-
culture. The Minister dealt with the pests
which are prevalent in our fruit-growing
areas. He knows that their presence often
proves very costly to the orchardist. I am
glad that the Government propose to stan-
dardise sprays in thig State. They are going
to take c¢are that the people who supply
spraying liquors of any deseription shall be
specific about the contents of those liguors.
T mysclf have hald some experience of mak-
ing sprays for the orehardist. When [ weut
ta Mount Barker, [ was tolld by the
wap in charge of the froit-growers’
co-operative concern there, ‘*Oh we ave, not
going to have anything more to do with West-
ern Australian-made sprays. We have had
some of them.”’ Now, those Western Austra-
han-made sprays were compounided by Mr.
Nathan, who is chairman of the Bureau of
ludustrial Developwent. That gentleman, T
nuleratand, made an attempt in a backyand
at Fremwantle to campound lime sulphur spray.
The effect of his product—I do not know who
actnally attempted to make the spray—was
such that [ did not venture to try to sell any
sprays. [ mentioned them once, aml [ did
not dare to meuntion them agaiu.

The Minister for Works: My, Nathan is a
prominent geutleman.

Mr. LAMBERT: I know one portion of
hiz anatomy which is prominent, at all events,
The statements I have made concerning his
manufacture of spray are not intended in any
way to disparage him. The explanation is
simply that he, or those whom he employeid,
did not know how to take a vertain amonnt of
lime and a eertain amount of sulphur and
hoil those chemicals together in 2 copper.
This State is importing 15,000 gallons of
lime sulphur spray every year, while Western
Australia possesses the finest lime to be found
in the Commonivealth,

The Minister for Works :
And the best sulphur.

AMr, LAMBERT: And the best sulphur, too;
anv, further, pyritic reck, whith is being
brought tn Cuming Swmith's works over the
railways at a farthing per ton per mile, yields
a sulphate content of abont two pounds per

Hear, hear!
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ton, while lime sulphate spray, for which every
orchardist has to pay, and which contains
G5 per cent. of actnal moisture, is brought
over here from Victoria and New South Wales
in barrels. About 15,000 gallons of that spray
is tmported annually in barrels, and that is
on account of the magnificent effort to estab-
lish an industry which was made by the gen-
tleman I have referred to, who could not take
some lime and some sulphur and boil them
together and put the resulting mixture in a
barrel and send it to the orchardist.

Mr. MaeCallum Smith: Why do you not
make seme of it?

Mr. Teesdale: They will take some of that
stuff to Java.

Mr. LAMBERT: ZEvery gallon of it 1
made, I sold, but T will not add to the wealth
of the fat importers who charge £25 per ten
for sulphor that T should get for £12 per
ton, simply in order to establish the industry.
When the time comes, I hope to take advant-
age of the possibilities ahead of that indus-
try. I am glad that the Government intend
to give greater attention to the fruit indus-
try. That intention on the part of the Gov-
ernment takes my mind back to the progress
made in de-hydration in othcr parts of the
world. T understand there is o small plant
cstablished at Kendenup. Any one familiar
with the operations of the fruit trade can but
hope that further progress will be made in
that direction in the interests of the orchard-
ists of Western Australia. T hope the Gov-
ernment will adopt a more progressive policy
regarding this aspect. Tn the Lower Swan
district there is considerable settlement going
en, and the settlers inelude a large number
of soldiers. Should they desire to start a
little co-operative concern with a view to ea-
tablising & de-hydration plant, it would be in
the interests of the country to lend them as-
sistance. There is no mystery about de-
hydration to-day. Tt is not a system that
should he regarded as peculiar to Kendenup,
but it ear be applicd to other orchard dis-
triets thronghout the State. It would be of
advantage if a plant of this natnre were es-
tablished at some central place where the
fruit could be gathered. If, owing to gluts,
strikes or any other cause, it was found im-
possible to dispose of the fruit, it conld he
dcalt with by the plant, packed into eases
and loaded for sale in various parts of the
worldl, [ hope the Government will recoonise
the neecsaity for fostering the de-hydration
industry. Tu California it has heen the salva-
tion of that ecountry. TUnless the British Gov-
crnment had acted promptly and estahlished
de-hydration plants to treat onions, potatoes,
vegetables generally, and fruoit, Great Britain
would have heen in diffientties during the war
period, regarding the task of feeding her
people, and particolarly her troops.

Mr, Latham: We did not have much of
their dried fruita.

Mr, LAMBERT: There was no reason why
the troops should not have been fed in that
way, for de-hydrated fruit and vegetables
could be sent wherever required, T do not
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desire to labour this phase. Members who
take an interest in this industry and are
interested in the progress it has made in
other parts of the world, will appreeiate
the significance and importance of em-
bracing the most modern ideas and develop-
ments which have been sucecessfully operat-
ing elsewhere. I sincerely trust the Govern-
ment will agsist this movement. I do not
care whether it be the Mt. Barker organisa-
tion, or the settlers in the Lower Swan, where
people are growing vines for the raisin indus-
try, so long as the more advanced methods
are adopted. The Government should see that
slipshod methods are not encouraged. The
Government should see that these co-operative
concerns secure proper plant, and that rea-
sonably up-to-date methols are adopted, Tf
that is done, there is ne reagen why we should
not make good, as growers in other parts of
the world have made good alse. The Govern-
ment would not necessarily be required to
find money. If a number of small orchard-
ists in a given area were prepared to estab-
lish a co-operative concern, they could em-
bark upon the venture, The Government
shoutd be prepared to stand behind them with
their guarantee.  If proper de-hydration
methods were adopted, there is no reason
why our exports should not reach in value
between a quarter and half a million pounds
hetore many years have elapsed.

Mr. MONEY (Bunbury) {6.53]: In re-
viewing the Fstimates for the Agricultural
Departiment, one seems to recognise a same-
ness about them., There are the same items,
the same methods and so on ay we have had
for sessions past, We do not seem, however,
te take into account the losses that our agri-
eulturists are suffering. We negiect the
great vital principles of agriculture. We
seemt to disregard the essentials. I doubt
svhether it iz known that the agrienlturists
of Western Austratia, partienlarly those in
the wet distriets, are only hauling one-third
of the tonnage they should be hauling., They
are losing two-thirds of their energy through
not having the essential good roads to get
their products to market. There is nothing
in these Estimates dealing with that aspect.
On no oceasion that T know of has that point
been atressed by the Director of Agrieulture,
and it is left to the.people of the State to
find out these essentinls. This is no new as-
peet to bring before the House. ‘The neces-
sity for good roads has becn mentioned time
and again, That point should have heen
dealt with in these Estimates; otherwise,
why is it necessary to huave Parliament at
atll? The Parliamentary machine should pick
up these essential ideas for cxpression in
this House. If that is not done, then Par-
linment fails the country. What was true
two years ago, is equally true to-day. As
sure as members are in their plares in this
Chamber to-day, so surely must this question
of good roads receive attention soomer or
later, and the later it be, the more costly it
will be. We have heard a lot about freights,
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This afternoon mention was made regarding
certain  freight that was carried for one
farthing per ton per mile. To-day the lowest
agricultural freight is a halfpenny per tfon,
and that applies to the earriage of fertiliscrs
for the wheat growers. Fertilisers, which
are valued at £7 per ton, and are an essen-
tial commodity for the wheat growers, are
carried at that rate. The wheat produced
with the aid of those fertilizers, which is
valved at £17 per ton, is carried with freight
at one peany per ton. One of the essentials
required by the agrienlturist in the wet dis-
triets is the provision of good roads. Not
only are those roads required by the agricul-
turist, but they are required by the people of
the State as a whole. Under existing condi-
tions it means that the bad roads necessi-
tate tbree times the cost haulage should re-
prezent, were it not for their votten state,
Despite this condition of the roads, the
freight on gravel is four times as much ag
that imposcd upon manure! Is that fair and
equitable? Can we continne under such con-
ditions? Tf this matter does not reeeive at-
tention and we do not get equitable and fair
treatment, more eomparable to the wheat
farmers and the carriage of fertilisers, then
God help the South-West.

Mr, O’Loghlen: The House will not take
the question of good roads seriously.

Mr. MONEY: The House muvst do so,
sooner or Jater. Xf it does not do so, we
must stop.

Mr. O TLoghlen:
right.

Mr. MONEY: 'We enconrage people to
develop their holdings aud inerease produe-
tion. When they produce three or four times
ag much as they did formerly, they find out
immediately that owing to the rotten eondi-
tion of the roads, they cannot get their pro-
duce to the railway station. I would remind
the House that this particular matter was
placed before hon. members some three years
ago, and again 12 months ago. How was the
position met regarding the question of
freights! The Minister for Railways says:
¢“This does not affect my department; mine
is the Railway Department. What has this
got to do with me.’” We tried to impress
upon him that he had a good deal to do with
that question and that it affected the in-
terests of the people generally. He met us
with the reply: *‘Sce the Commissioner.’’
T did not think it was right for a member of
Parliament to see the Commissioner, but I
did go to sce him. YWhat was the result?
When the position was put to the Commis-
gioner he said: *‘This is a matter of Gov-
ernment policy. ‘M’ rateg affect the posi-
tion and I caunot depart from that,’* It
simply amonnted to a case of battledore and
shuttlecock. For my part, T do not know
where we are. The latest eoncession is
that they may reduce the “*M’’ rates by 10
per cent. if we guarantee to take 200 tons
at a time. That is as far as it har gone.
It is for the Government and the House to

That is the position all
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Teeognise the importance of this essential
matter. TUnless Parliament has lost control
of the finances—

Mr, O’Loghlen: Which it has,

Mr. MONEY: —and of the administration
of the vountry .
My, Pickering: ‘That has been said, too.

Mr, MONEY: And it mnst be troe to some
extent, or the House would have agreed with
the sentiments expressed three years agoe amdt
sinee,

The Minister for Worka: The House can
express a4 pious wish, but that does not put
money into the Treasury.

My, MOXNEY: Quite true, but without good
roads, we will not put moneyv into the Treas-
ury either, With good roads, we will put
money into the Treasury. We cannot progress
without these esseuntinls. If we were able to
produce ten times as much as we do the
rotten state of the roads would prevent peo-
ple maintaining ecommunication with their
railway station. If this continues they will
have to give up producing. We cannot go on
under existing conditions, We are foolish to
try. I am astonished that the people in thesc
distriets do not come forward and say that
unless they get the same cssential assistance
as is given to the wheat farmer, they will not,
and cannot, go ahead.

My, Marshall: You advocate direct action
again,

Mr. MONEY:
member calls it.

Mr, Marshall:

Mr. MONEY:

I do not eare what the hon.

You all suffer from it

Tt is not Western Australia
that is waking up to the essential import-
ance of good roads. Im America, in eonse-
quenee of the Roads Congress held in San
Franciseo in 1915, the people of the Uniteld
States were brought to a realisation of the
faet that they lost £27,000,000 per year on
account of the bad state of the roads. What
are we losing here, if it is costing us three
times as much for haulage as it would if we
had goord roads? What did America do? Di-
rectly she recognised the essentinl nature of
good roads, she passed a vote for a very con-
sidlerable sum of moncy for expenditure in
that direetion. That vote has been increased
to-day te £42,000,000. T want to bring this
matter home to the Government, If they can-
not afford to provide better roads, the same
applies to the eontrary. The Government can-
not afford to have bad roads. If it is neces-
sary to legislate or move motions in this House
it will have to be done. Unless the Govermment
take the matter up seriously and insiat upon
the provision of these essentials, we caunnot
go on. I admit something is being done; we
want more to be done. We eannot do too
much. Tuless something more is done, I will
not miss a single opportunity of emphasising
the necessity for more attention being given
to our ronds. There is another aspect T desire
to trapress upon the House. I have already
stated that it costs uvs three times as muach
for haulage as it should do, and T now atate
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that we have lost two-thirds of our crops in
certain distriets of Western Australia for the
want of essentia} drainage. The producers
have borne the eost for manure, pleughing,
putting in the crop, harvesting and garnering
aud yet for the want of éssential drainage,
they lose two-thirds of the crop every year.
Is that point stressed by the Agricultural
Department? Have our officers paid atten-
tion to that aspect? I regret that there is no
item provided in the Estimates for agricul-
tural drainage. Two years ago that point was
stressed here and the necessity for stressing
the point remains to-day. We cannot afford
to continte along these lines and we eannoi
afford to continae losing two-thirds of our
erop every year. The Government should
pay serious attention to these essential re-
quirements of the South-West,

Progress reported.

BILL—PERTH HEBREW CONGREGA-
TION LANDS,

Reccived from the Council and read a first
time.

BiLL—LAND TAX AND INCOME TAX.

Message received notifying that the Coun-
¢il had agreed to the Assembly’s request for
modification.

ADJOURNMENT—SPECTAL,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon. W.
J. George—Murray-Wellington): 1 move—

That the House at its rising adjourn il
Tuesday, the 8th November at 4.30 p.m.

Question put and passed.

. Housc adjourned at §.18 pm.

redl
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30

p.m., and read prayers.

SELECT COMMITTEE — WYNDHAM
MEAT WORKS AND STATE SHIP-
PING SERVICE.

Eztension of Time.
On motion by Hon. A. Lovekin, the time

for bringing up the commitiee’s report ex-
tended te the 22nd November.

QUESTION—NORNALUP DISTRICT.

Hon. J. DUFFELL asked the Minister
for Education: Will he lay upon the Table
of the Housc the report recently furnished
by the Conservator of Forests, the Snrveyor
General, My, Burveyor Camm, and My, W, A,
Saw on the Nornalup district?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION laid
npon the Table the report referred to.

QUESTION—STRAITS SETTLEMENTS
GOVERNMEXNT AND HON. J. SCADDAN,

Hon. A. SANDERSON asked the Miniater
for Edueation: Will he lay on the Table the
correspendence referred to in the file relating
to the invitation by the Straits Settlements
Governuwent to the Hou. J. Scaddan, laid
on the Table on the 20th instant?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION laid
upon- the Table the correspondence referred
to.

QUESTION—AGRICULTURAL HALLS,
SUBSIDIES.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY asked the Minister
for Education: 1, Was it the rule some
years ago that, when a community in the
agricultural areas were desirous of erecting
a hall, the Government provided a subsidy of
£1 for each £1 subscribed by the community?



